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FOREWORDS 
 
  
Distinguished delegates,  

   

  On the behalf of the 2022 organizing team, it is a pleasure to welcome you 
in Rennes for SPRIMUN. Along with the two chairs of this committee, Flavie Houdin 
and Lise Erard, we hope that those three days of diplomacy will be full of success 
for you.  

But most importantly, welcome to the United Nations General Assembly Council, 
dear delegates, place of the harshest and strongest negotiations. You are reunited 
here to take decisions that could change the world’s stability for ever.  

The two topics you’ll have to address require a high level of diplomacy; both are 
extremely challenging. A very careful preparation is needed not to bump into one of 
the many obstacles they present. Only keep one thing in mind: a resolution must be 
found!  

  Flavie and Lise have done an important work on this study guide, which gives 
you the opportunity to be perfectly ready for the conference. It gives you an overview 
of the main issues concerning the two topics and orients your researches in order to 
settle your country’s position. Your position paper, and later, your speeches will have 
to reflect the information that you have been provided here.  

To be successful in the committee and maybe even win awards, a careful preparation 
is needed, and includes a specific attention to this study guide. Two points are im-
portant in a MUN: your ability to represent the position of your designed country 
and, at the same time, your ability to work around this position in order to reach a 
fruitful compromise in the adopted resolution. Please keep in mind that it is strictly 
forbidden to bring already written draft resolutions to the conference, as all the 
working papers and draft resolutions should be only developed during SPRIMUN, 
not before.  

Should you have any inquiry regarding the preparation of the conference, do not 
hesitate to contact us. We will do our best to make sure you live a great experience!  

 

We wish you good luck in your preparation.  

 

Best regards,  

Flora Dano & Manon Delahaye   

SPRIMUN 2022 Committees and Delegates Managers 
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Distinguished Delegates,  

 

After a year abroad where I first did a university semester at the University of Seoul and 
then an internship at the French Embassy in Denmark, I am very excited to return to an 
international experience such as the MUN of Rennes!  
 
To know more about me, my name is Flavie Houdin and I’m 
studying public administration at Sciences Po Rennes. In the 
future, I would like to work in public affairs, especially on public 
health and social issues, both nationally and internationally.  
 
It is a truly pleasure to have the opportunity to chair a 
committee this year since I already participated as a delegate 
during the PragueMUN and the SPRIMUN in 2019 and 2020. 
The migration crisis is a major issue that should lead you to 
reflect on what proposals the UN General Assembly could 
implement. Thus, this study guide summarizes the main stakes 
that would be relevant to be addressed during the debates, but 
it is recommended to carry out further research to make the 
sessions fruitful!  
 
I hope you will enjoy this experience as much as I did.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Flavie 

 

 
Distinguished delegates, 
 
Welcome to the SPRIMUN 2022! My name is Lise Erard and 
I will be chairing the UN General Assembly alongside Flavie, 
we are looking forward to meeting you all.  
 
To tell you a little bit about myself, I am a master student at 
Sciences Po Rennes, majoring in European Affairs. I would 
like to pursue a career in the EU institutions, working more 
specifically on the matter of interests’ representation and 
foreign policies. I have also just spent a year abroad, between 
an internship in Brussels and a semester in Madrid, where I 
was able to take a semester-long online master's degree in 
International Relations from the University of Rosario, 
Colombia.  
 
It is a pleasure to be back in the MUN experience. I used to be a delegate myself when I 
participated in the PragueMUN in 2020. Besides, the SPRIMUN is an event that is very 
close to my heart as I am part of the organizing team this year. I'm the partnerships 
manager and I assure you that the whole team does its best to offer an outstanding 
conference.  
 
So make sure to bring your A-game on!  
 
Best regards,  
 
Lise 
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How to use this study guide: 

This document in not an exhaustive guide of the issues that will be raised 

regarding your Committee’s topics. The study guide provides guidelines and 

references to help the delegates in doing their own research on the issues. 

 

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY OVERVIEW 

 

The UN General Assembly (UNGA) was created in 1945 as the main policy-making organ 

of the Organization of the United Nations. Comprising all Member States, it provides a 

unique forum for multilateral discussion of the full spectrum of international issues covered 

by the Charter of the United Nations. Each of the 193 Member States of the United 

Nations has an equal vote. 

The UNGA also makes key decisions for the UN, including: 

• appointing the Secretary-General on the recommendation of the Security Council 

• electing the non-permanent members of the Security Council 

• approving the UN budget 

The Assembly meets in regular sessions from September to December each year, and 

thereafter as required. It discusses specific issues through dedicated agenda items or sub-

items, which lead to the adoption of resolutions. Decisions on such key issues as 

international peace and security, admitting new members and the UN budget are decided 

by a two-thirds majority. Other matters are decided by simple majority. Many decisions 

are reached by consensus without a formal vote. 

Although the General Assembly’s recommendations on global issues are an important 

expression of world opinion, the Assembly cannot force a Member State to follow its 

recommendations on a particular issue. 
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TOPIC A: 

THE RESPECT OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN MIGRATION 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC 

 

For many years, people have been forced to leave their home countries in the hope of 

finding a better life elsewhere, and this phenomenon continues to grow in the 21st century. 

Many people flee their countries for economic, political, natural, educational, or diplomatic 

reasons. In 2021, the UN estimates that 281 million people are migrants, which represents 

3.4% of the world population.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, leaving your country is far from being easy. Migrants often must make sacrifices 

to move to another country, and unfortunately, women migrants, who represent almost 

half of all migrants, are the first to be affected by the dangers of migration roads. The 

hazards are multiple and can occur in the country of origin, transit, destination and even 
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return. Broadly speaking, women may be subjected to violence at any stage of their 

migration by a variety of actors, including smugglers, human traffickers, authorities (police 

and border guards) and even other migrants. Their status of migrants makes them more 

vulnerable to gender-based and sexual violence.  

 

Contrary to preconceptions, women migrate less often to join a life partner than to work 

or study nowadays. They are often the first to respond to a crisis, and whether they are 

on the move or in camps, in their home country or in the country to which they have 

migrated, they play a crucial role in rebuilding their communities and in caring for and 

supporting them. 

 

Yet the needs, priorities and voices of refugee and migrant women are often ignored in 

the policies put in place to protect and assist them. 

 

KEY DEFINITIONS 

The terms "refugee", "asylum seeker" and "migrant" are used to describe people on the 

move, who have left their country and crossed borders. The terms "migrant" and "refugee" 

are often used interchangeably, but it is important to distinguish them because there is a 

legal difference. 

 

 

Migrant 

 

Asylum seekers 

 

Refugee 

 

 

People who live outside 

their country. 

 

 

People who have left their country 

and are seeking protection from 

persecution and serious human 

rights abuses in another country, 

but who have not yet been legally 

recognized as refugees and are 

awaiting a decision on their 

asylum claim. Asylum is a human 

right, and everyone should be 

allowed to enter another country 

to seek asylum. 

 

People who have fled their country 

because they were at risk of 

serious human rights abuses and 

persecution. Their lives and safety 

were threatened, to such an extent 

that they felt they had no choice 

but to leave their country and seek 

a place where they would no 

longer be at risk because their own 

state was unable or unwilling to 

protect them. Refugees are 

entitled to international protection. 
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In 2017, of the 258 million international migrants in the world, 106 million were born in 

Asia. Europe is the region of birth of the second largest number of migrants (61 million), 

followed by Latin America and the Caribbean (38 million) and Africa (36 million). 

Refugees, estimated at 25.9 million in 2016, represent only 10% of international migrants. 

Most (82.5% of refugees) live in developing countries. 

 

According to the latest report by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the number of 

people who have been forcibly displaced from their country - due to persecution, conflict, 

violence, human rights abuses and other serious disruptions to public order - stood at more 

than 82 million at the end of 2020, the highest level ever recorded according to available 

data. This is about double the level measured ten years ago (41 million in 2010). According 

to the report, most of these refugees and displaced persons (86%) had taken refuge in 

developing countries. 

 

 

WHAT KIND OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS VIOLATION? 

 

Women’s rights in migration are violated on many levels, by taking advantage of the 

vulnerability of their status. Thus, phenomenon such as traffic of women and girls has been 

increasing in recent years. The women most affected by these crimes often come from 

poor regions, which do not allow them to find decent legal work. Criminals benefit from 

victimized women and girls by making them believe that they are going to work in 

legitimate occupations. But the reality is that women are trapped into prostitution, forced 

marriages, domestic work and even slavery.  

 

It is estimated that 75% of migrant women work in the informal economy, often without 

contracts and with limited social protection under labor law. Because of the precariousness 

of their work, they are more prone to dismissal and abusive work. They also face many 

difficulties in accessing a normal education.  
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SITUATION OF WOMEN IN MIGRATION REGARDING THE 

COVID-19 OUTBREAK 

 

Women's vulnerability has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. Indeed, the 

increased control of state authorities over their borders has forced migrants to use even 

more dangerous routes than usual to flee their country, and to make increasing use of 

smugglers who have been able to take advantage of their increased vulnerability. The 

crisis has also resulted in increased poverty, leading some migrant women to accept 

dangerous economic opportunities, with increasing cases of sexual abuse and exploitation 

of all kinds. 

 

Furthermore, the health and economic consequences of the pandemic have undermined 

the rights of migrant women. Indeed, women migrant workers around the world have often 

been placed on the front line, working in essential but poorly paid and dangerous jobs, 

where they are at high risk of becoming infected with COVID 19. These include care work 

and cleaning. 

 

 

 

TREATIES, CONFERENCES & CONCRETE SOLUTIONS 

The violation of migrant women's rights is a subject taken very seriously by various 

international organizations. Here is a brief history of the treaties, conferences and concrete 
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solutions that have been implemented in recent years to fight against this problem that 

remains a reality for too many women. 

 

▪ The international Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 

Migrant Workers and Members of their families, adopted by the General 

Assembly of the United Nations in 1990. It emphasizes the link between 

migration and human rights by constituting a moral standard, serving as a guide 

and springboard for the promotion of migrant workers’ rights in all countries. It 

recognizes that regular migrants have a legitimate right to more rights than 

irregular migrants, while emphasizing that irregular migrants have the right to have 

their human rights respected. 

 

▪ Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (PFA) adopted by 

governments at the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women : Member states 

reaffirmed and strengthened the platform in 2000 during the global five-year 

review of progress, and pledged to accelerate its implementation during the 10-

year review in 2005, the 15-year review in 2010, the 20-year review in 2015, and 

the 25-year review in 2020. 

 

▪ Inter-Agency Standing Committee, Women, Girls, Boys and Men: Different 

Needs - Equal Opportunities. IASC Gender Handbook in Humanitarian 

Action, 20061: The handbook consists of two parts. The first part provides gender 

background and fundamental principles, such as the basics of gender equality, the 

international legal framework for protection, coordination of gender equality in 

emergencies, and gender and participation in humanitarian action. The second 

part describes gender specific areas of work, such as camp coordination, education, 

food issues, health, livelihoods, non-food items, registration, shelter, …  

 

▪ The 2008 UNHCR Handbook for the Protection of Women and Girls: It 

restates the need for the implementation of codes of conduct that eliminate sexual 

assaults by humanitarian and authority personnel. 

 

▪ The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence 

against women and domestic violence or the Istanbul Convention of 2011: 

It provides for the protection of refugee women against violence and requires that 

the parties ensure the legislative framework to recognize gender-based violence as 

 

1https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/legacy_files/women_girls_boys_men_different_ne
eds_equal_opportunities_iasc_gender_handbook_for_humanitarian_action_english_language_.pdf 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/01/beijing-declaration
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/beijing+5.htm
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/beijing+5.htm
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review/english/49sess.htm
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review/english/49sess.htm
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing15/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/previous-sessions/csw59-2015
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw64-2020
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a form of persecution in line with the UN Refugee Convention. Furthermore, states 

must develop gender-sensitive reception procedures and support services for 

asylum seekers. Also, the Convention provides that necessary legislative or other 

measures must ensure that migrant women victims of domestic violence whose 

residence status depends on that of the spouse or partner are granted an 

autonomous residence permit, irrespective of the duration of the marriage or the 

relationship, in the event of its dissolution. 

 

 

WORK OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

Since 2000, it has adopted numerous resolutions and requested the preparation of reports 

on various forms of violence against women. In 2006, following the launch of the Secretary-

General’s in-depth study on all forms of violence against women, the General Assembly 

adopted the resolution 61/143 on the intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of 

violence against women.  

 

Below are reports of the Secretary-General and resolutions of the General Assembly on 

the following topics:2 

o Intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women 

o All forms of violence against women 

o Trafficking in women and girls 

o Violence against women migrant workers 

o Intensifying global efforts for the elimination of female genital mutilations 

o Crimes committed in the name of honor 

o Rape and other forms of sexual violence 

o Traditional or customary practices affecting the health of women and girls 

o Domestic violence 

o In-depth study on all forms of violence against women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-
nations#nohealth 

https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#in
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#all
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#traf
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#mig
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#fgm
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#nohonour
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#sx
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#nohealth
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#domvaw
https://evaw-un-inventory.unwomen.org/en/intl-policy-framework/general-assembly-of-the-united-nations#ind
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MAIN POSITIONS 

 

1° Countries that host significant number of migrants: In 2017, 64% of international 

migrants (58% in 2000), or 165 million people, resided in a developed country.  

→ Asia and Europe are the two continents with the most international migrants on 

their soil, respectively 80 and 78 million, or 61% of migrants.  

→ North America is in third place with 58 million international migrants on its soil. 

 

2° Countries that send significant number of migrants:  

→ The greatest number of migrants come from the Asian continent (106 million, 

including 17 million from India).  

→ 13 million Mexicans and 11 million Russians live outside their country of origin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3° Countries that host significant number of refugees:  

→ Serving as a geographical springboard to the European Union for the millions of 

people who have fled the conflict in Syria, Turkey is by far the largest host country, 

with 3.65 million.  
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→ Venezuela's neighbor, Colombia, which has been experiencing a severe economic 

and social crisis for eight years, comes second with 1.73 million displaced.  

→ With 1.21 million refugees on its soil, Germany is the only European country to be 

among the top ten host countries.  

→ France was hosting nearly 450,000 refugees at the end of 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4° Other key countries for this topic: 

→ Turkey left the Istanbul Convention in 2021. However, it was the first state to sign 

the commitment.  

→ Libya is accused of slavery, taking advantage of the distress of Syrian refugees, 

even though it is an officially prohibited practice in the country.  

→ In many countries hosting most of the world’s refugees — such as Jordan, Kenya, 

Pakistan, and Turkey — refugees are not allowed to move freely, seek work, attend 

school, open a bank account, or take other steps to rebuild their lives. 
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GUIDING QUESTIONS  

→ What can the UN do to protect women during their migration journey? 

→ What instruments can the UN use to stop illegal trafficking?  

→ How can sexual and gender-based violence against the most vulnerable 

women be stopped?    

→ What should host countries do to ensure decent living conditions for women?  

→ How can the UN encourage countries to ensure work and social rights for 

migrant women?  

→ How can we improve the education of migrant girls? 

→ How does the COVID crisis require urgent intervention to protect women? 

How has this crisis revealed an insufficient commitment by developed 

countries to protect these vulnerable populations?  

 

 

LINKS AND USEFUL SOURCES 

 

UN Women: 
▪ Women refugees and migrants: https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-

focus/women-refugees-and-migrants 
▪ Women refugees on the Front Lines of COVID-19 : 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/6/compilation-women-
refugeesand-covid-19 

▪ Guidance note: Addressing the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on women 
migrant workers : https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-
library/publications/2020/04/guidance-note-addressing-the-impacts-of-the-
covid-19-pandemic-on-women-migrant-workers 

 
 
WHO: 
▪ Violence against women prevalence estimates, 2018: 
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256  
 
UNHCR :  
▪ Policy on Age, Gender and Diversity: 
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/women/5aa13c0c7/policy-age-gender-
diversityaccountability-2018.html 
▪ Protecting refugee women: promoting gender equality: 
https://www.unhcr.org/excom/standcom/4de4f71a9/protecting-refugee-
womenpromoting-gender-equality.html 
▪ Global Trends: Forced Displacement in 2019:  
https://www.unhcr.org/5ee200e37.pdf 
 

 

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/6/compilation-women-refugeesand-covid-19
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/6/compilation-women-refugeesand-covid-19
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/guidance-note-addressing-the-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-women-migrant-workers
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/guidance-note-addressing-the-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-women-migrant-workers
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/guidance-note-addressing-the-impacts-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-women-migrant-workers
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/women/5aa13c0c7/policy-age-gender-diversityaccountability-2018.html
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/women/5aa13c0c7/policy-age-gender-diversityaccountability-2018.html
https://www.unhcr.org/excom/standcom/4de4f71a9/protecting-refugee-womenpromoting-gender-equality.html
https://www.unhcr.org/excom/standcom/4de4f71a9/protecting-refugee-womenpromoting-gender-equality.html
https://www.unhcr.org/5ee200e37.pdf
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TOPIC B: 

THE MIGRATORY CRISIS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC 

 

The "European migrant crisis", is commonly dated to 2015, when an explosion in 

the number of refugees making the trans-Mediterranean or East European journey to the 

European Union occurred. They come from geographical areas covering the Middle East, 

the whole of Africa but especially sub-Saharan Africa, and the Balkans. According to the 

European Commission in 2016, more than one million people - refugees, displaced persons 

and others - entered Europe through its external borders, fleeing conflicts in their home 

countries or seeking better life opportunities. Many of these people have arrived in Europe 

after long, dangerous and traumatic journeys, require urgent humanitarian aid, and legal 

assistance to preserve their lives and dignity. One particular group that comes to the fore 

here is unaccompanied minors, who are even more vulnerable and isolated in their flight. 

The refugee crisis in Europe is highly contentious and calls for coordinated action by 

European nations to protect their lives and humanity.  

 

 

Depending on events, certain routes are more or less favored by foreigners in exile. 

The map of Mediterranean flows has been redrawn several times. However, in the recent 

years, three main routes leading to Europe via the Mediterranean Sea can be highlighted. 

These are commonly referred to as the Eastern, Western and Central Mediterranean 

routes:  
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Source: Eurasian Research Institute3 

 

 

1- THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN ROUTE 

A direct line between Turkey and Greece, this passage was particularly used by Syrian 

populations trying to escape the war in 2015. 

In 2019, there were 82,000 irregular arrivals in the European Union via the Eastern 

Mediterranean route. The number of migrants has decreased considerably since the 

agreement between Turkey and the EU. 

 

 

2- THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN ROUTE 

Considered the second most used maritime route, the Western Mediterranean route links 

sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa to Europe, using Morocco as a transit area. 

Migrants come from a variety of countries: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali and Morocco. They 

use this route to reach Spain by sea, via the Strait of Gibraltar, or by land, by climbing 

the barbed wire fences to reach the Spanish enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla. 

The Maghreb states act as a buffer zone between sub-Saharan Africa and Europe. Due 

to pressure from Europe to outsource border control, arrest raids of exiles have taken 

place in Algeria. Several mass expulsions by the Algerian authorities have been reported, 

endangering the lives of hundreds of people, including refugees and asylum seekers. 

 

3 https://www.eurasian-research.org/publication/migration-crisis-opportunity-or-burden/  

https://www.eurasian-research.org/publication/migration-crisis-opportunity-or-burden/
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In 2018, almost 40% of irregular entries into Spain were recorded. This is the route with 

the highest number of arrivals in the Schengen area, with almost 64,300 people exiled in 

the same year. 

  

 

3- CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN ROUTE  

 

For populations coming from Sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa, the central 

Mediterranean route is the preferred route. It allows people to transit through Libya on 

their way to Europe. 

The most used route between 2015 and 2017, the number of reported irregular migrants 

has decreased significantly since 2018. The reason for this decrease in migration flows is 

the inhuman treatment of foreigners. 

 

In Libya, refugees are truly trapped. Beyond the alarming situation in the country, linked 

to the escalation of violence in the capital and the spread of Covid-19, various actions 

aimed at limiting the number of arrivals in Europe are being carried out. Lockups in 

administrative detention centers for an indefinite period, ill-treatment, lack of food or 

inadequate medical treatment leading to deaths, have been widely documented. 

The passage through Libya is still widely used today, even though this country is not 

considered a safe area for the reception of exiles. Violence is suffered by refugees, both 

on land and at sea.  

 

 

 

In this context, the general tendency towards acceptance that prevailed in the past has 

been replaced, even in countries traditionally more willing to receive migrants, by 

discontent and hostility towards humanitarian migrants, who are often seen as a threat 

from an economic, identity and political viewpoint; this also exposes refugees and asylum 

seekers to the danger of racist and xenophobic violence. 

 

 

KEY DEFINITIONS 

• The UN Migration Agency, International Organization for Migration (IOM), 

defines a migrant as any person who is moving or has moved across an 

international border or within a State away from his/her habitual place of residence, 

regardless of: 

- the person’s legal status 
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- whether the movement is voluntary or involuntary 

- what the causes for the movement are 

- what the length of the stay is 

 

 

• International migrant stocks are estimates of "the total number of international 

migrants present in a given country at a particular point in time" (UN SD, 2017: 9) 

United Nations (UN) data on these stocks are based mostly on the country’s 

population that is born abroad, and (where this information is not available) on 

holding a foreign citizenship (UN DESA 2020a: 5; UN SD, 2017). 

 

• Migration flows “refer to the number of migrants entering or leaving a given 

country during a given period of time, usually one calendar year” (UN SD, 2017). 

 

• FRONTEX, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, is an essential part of 

Europe’s efforts to safeguard the area of freedom, security and justice. Frontex’s 

support at the external borders helps guarantee free movement without internal 

borders checks that many of us take for granted. 

 

• International Organization for Migration (IOM), established in 1951, is the leading 

inter-governmental organization in the field of migration and works closely with 

governmental, intergovernmental, and non-governmental partners. With 

174 member states, a further 8 states holding observer status and offices in over 

100 countries, IOM is dedicated to promoting human and orderly migration for 

the benefit of all. It does so by providing services and advice to governments and 

migrants.  

 

 IOM works to help ensure the orderly and human management of migration, to 

 promote international cooperation on migration issues, to assist in the search for 

 practical solutions to migration problems and to provide humanitarian assistance 

 to migrants in need, including refugees and internally displaced people. 
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DATA:  

  

According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), since 2014 more than 

19,000 people have died in the Mediterranean trying to reach Europe. 

 

Since 2004, the European agency Frontex has been coordinating the surveillance of these 

borders for the EU Member States and those of the Schengen area. In 2016, Frontex 

recorded the irregular entry of 240 000 people.   

 

Since 2011, migration flows have increased by almost 25 per cent from 4 million to almost 

5 million (OECD, 2017). This increase is largely due to humanitarian migration to Europe. 

After the decline recorded in 2017 largely due to the drop in the number of humanitarian 

migrant inflows, migration flows to OECD countries started to rise again in 2018 and 
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amounted to about 5.3 million new permanent immigrants (OECD, 2019). Global 

estimates based on census data suggest that 0.5 per cent – or approximately 37 million 

people – left their native country to live in another country between 2010 and 2015 (Abel, 

2016). 

 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND NGOs’ ROLE IN THE 

CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

 

In 2014, over 218,000 refugees and migrants have crossed the Mediterranean Sea, many 

fleeing violence, conflict and persecution in Syria, Eritrea, Iraq, and elsewhere. Over 3,500 

women, men and children have died or have gone missing in their attempt to reach Europe. 

These tragedies illustrate that existing mechanisms and arrangements are not sufficient to 

prevent deaths at sea. A comprehensive approach is needed to address more effectively 

this dramatic and complex situation. In this regard, UNHCR has proposed, through its 

Central Mediterranean Sea Initiative (CMSI)4, 12 concrete steps aimed at saving lives 

focusing on three main areas of action, as following: 

 

→ Steps within the EU 

1. Strengthen Search and Rescue (SAR) operations 

2. Encourage commercial shipmasters to undertake rescue where required 

3. Establish more effective and predictable mechanisms for identifying places of 

safety for the disembarkation of rescued refugees and migrants 

4. Enhance reception facilities and establish additional facilities with access to urgent 

care and assistance 

5. Establish profiling and referral mechanisms, including access to fair and efficient 

asylum procedures for those in need of international protection 

6. Facilitate access to durable solutions for persons found in need of international 

protection and the establishment of a pilot relocation program 

7. Provide support for the timely return in safety and dignity of those found not to be 

in need of international protection or without compelling humanitarian needs 

 

→ Steps in collaboration with countries of transit and first asylum 

8. Reinforce the gathering, analyze and sharing of data on movements by sea in the 

Mediterranean region 

9. Further develop capacity and institution-building in countries of transit and of first 

asylum 

 

4 https://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/531990199/unhcr-central-mediterranean-sea-
initiative-cmsi-eu-solidarity-rescue-at.html  

https://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/531990199/unhcr-central-mediterranean-sea-initiative-cmsi-eu-solidarity-rescue-at.html
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/531990199/unhcr-central-mediterranean-sea-initiative-cmsi-eu-solidarity-rescue-at.html
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10. Implement mass information programs along transit routes aimed at informing 

people of the risks of onward movements and engage in a dialogue with 

community-based diaspora organizations 

11. Create legal alternative to dangerous irregular movements, including resettlement, 

facilitated access to family reunification and other protection entry mechanisms 

 

→ Steps in collaboration with countries of origin 

12.  Continue to support relief and development programs in countries of origin to 

address humanitarian, human rights and development needs 

 

Beyond advocacy, NGOs also carry out concrete actions in order to answer the 

Mediterranean migratory crisis. One of them is Sea-Watch5, which grew out at the end of 

2014 of an initiative of volunteers who could not stand on the sidelines witnessing people 

dying in the Mediterranean Sea any longer. They are trying to fill the gap of an 

institutionalized, comprehensive sea rescue and have so far been involved in the rescue of 

well over 35,000 people. 

 

Another great example of NGO’s fundamental role is SOS MEDITERRANÉE6, which is 

a European maritime and humanitarian organization for the rescue of life in the 

Mediterranean. It was founded by citizens in May 2015 in response to the deaths in the 

Mediterranean and the failure of the European Union to prevent these deaths. Its activities 

are relying on the following mandate: “Rescue people in distress. Protect survivors. Bear 

witness at sea.” 

 

COVID-19 IMPACTS 

 

Responses to COVID-19 have likely increased the risks of migratory journeys by pushing 

people into more perilous and deadly situations where humanitarian support and rescue 

is increasingly unavailable. Yet data collection is increasingly difficult amid the pandemic. 

 

 

TREATIES, CONFERENCES AND CONCRETE SOLUTIONS  

 

• EU-Turkey Statement of 18 March 2016  

Turkey's commitment to "take all necessary measures to prevent new irregular 

migration routes - sea or land - from opening up from its territory towards the EU". 

 

5 https://sea-watch.org/en/about/  
6 https://en.sosmediterranee.org/about-us/  

https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/01/beijing-declaration
https://sea-watch.org/en/about/
https://en.sosmediterranee.org/about-us/
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Visa facilitation for Turkish nationals traveling to the European Union, modernization 

of the customs union between the two powers, and easing of the recent tensions that 

arose following Turkey's illegal drilling in the eastern Mediterranean. Ankara pledged 

to exercise stricter border controls to curb illegal immigration in cooperation with 

Frontex and to take in all illegal migrants from its territory who are arrested in Greece. 

In return, Brussels pledged to provide €6 billion in funding for the reception and 

support of refugees on Turkish soil. 

 

• UN Summit for Refugees and Migrants 2016 

It was the first time the General Assembly had called for a summit at the Heads of 

State and Government level on large movements of refugees and migrants and was 

a historic opportunity to come up with a blueprint for a better international response. 

The Summit was attended by heads of state and government, Ministers, and leaders 

from the UN System, civil society, private sector, international organizations, 

academia, and beyond in alignment with the General Assembly resolution 

establishing the summit’s modalities. 

 

• Leaders’ Summit on the Global Refugee Crisis 

President Barack Obama hosted a Leaders’ Summit on the Global Refugee Crisis on 

the margins of UNGA 71 on September 20, 2016 to galvanize significant new global 

commitments to: 1) increase funding to humanitarian appeals and international 

organizations, 2) admit more refugees through resettlement or other legal pathways, 

and 3) increase refugees’ self-reliance and inclusion through opportunities for 

education and legal work. 

 

• Migrant workers in tourism — ethical recruitment and protection 

In July of 2021, the IOM and the Sustainable Hospitality Alliance announced the 

launch of a multi-year partnership aiming to promote ethical recruitment and the 

protection of migrant workers in the tourism industry. The partnership will harness the 

multi-stakeholder model of IOM’s IRIS: Ethical Recruitment global initiative to promote 

regular pathways for migrant workers and protect them throughout the labor 

migration process. It will target key migration corridors in the Latin America region, as 

well as between East Africa and select States of the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

 

• Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM)  

Is the first intergovernmental agreement, prepared under the auspices of the United 

Nations, to cover all dimensions of international migration in a holistic and 

comprehensive manner. It was adopted at an intergovernmental conference on 

migration in Marrakesh, Morocco on 10 December 2018. OHCHR has welcomed the 

https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/summit#:~:text=The UN General Assembly hosted,more humane and coordinated approach.
https://2009-2017.state.gov/p/io/c71574.htm#:~:text=President Barack Obama hosted a,through resettlement or other legal
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-sustainable-hospitality-alliance-launch-multi-year-partnership-promote-ethical-recruitment-protect-migrant-workers-tourism
https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/195
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Global Compact as an important framework for improved migration governance that 

puts migrants and their human rights at the center and that provides a significant 

opportunity to strengthen human rights protection for all migrants, regardless of status. 

 

• New Pact on Migration and Asylum 

On 23 September 2020, the European Commission adopted the New Pact on 

Migration and Asylum following consultations with the European Parliament, Member 

States and various stakeholders. The New Pact aims to cover all the different element 

needed for a comprehensive approach to migration. In particular, the New Pact 

recognizes that no Member State should shoulder a disproportionate responsibility and 

that all Member States should contribute to solidarity on a constant basis. 

 

PRINCIPAL POSITIONS 

 

• Southern European countries 

 

In an opinion on the New Pact on Migration and Asylum, adopted on 19 March 2021, the 

European Committee of the Regions expressed its concern that “the local and regional 

dimension has not been sufficiently taken into account [in the Pact] and that the countries 

on the EU’s external borders are once again to have primary responsibility for arrival and 

registration”. Indeed, the burden of managing the migrant emergency falls primarily on 

the local and regional authorities of the European countries on the front line, in particular 

the border regions and communities in the South of the EU, which are under greater 

pressure from migratory flows in the Mediterranean. In this regard, countries such as Spain, 

Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Malta are asking for an appropriate distribution mechanism to 

relocate migrants.  

 

• Visegrad Group 

 

From the beginning of the migration crisis in the Mediterranean in 2015, V4 countries (The 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia) did not agree with the system of mandatory 

redistribution of asylum seekers according to set quotas. They pointed out the fact that 

each state should have the opportunity to decide on the number of migrants in its territory. 

Once again, in September 2020, in the framework of the negotiations related to the new 

EU migration plan, Plan V4 countries showed their opposition to quotas and relocation as 

a solution to the migration crisis. However, it is evident that, even if the Visegrad Group 

is acting as a unit defending a mutual standpoint on migration, each of the states selected 

a different strategy to deal with the migration crisis at the national level. 

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/policies/migration-and-asylum/common-european-asylum-system/country-responsible-asylum-application-dublin-regulation_en
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• Germany 

 

Between 2015 and 2017, more than 1.3 million migrants applied for asylum in German. The 

majority of these were refugees from war-torn countries such as Syria, Afghanistan, and 

Iraq. At the height of the crisis, in 2015, Angela Merkel called for optimism and solidarity, 

claiming “wir schaffen das” – “we can do this”. And indeed, Germany has accepted more 

refugees than any other EU country. Merkel’s government has also recognized that 

Germany needs skilled workers from outside the EU, and the 2020 law offers pragmatic 

solutions. Germany’s recent asylum and integration laws are, however, very restrictive. 

 

• Turkey 

 

The landmark agreement between the EU and Turkey7, reached in March 2016 with the 

main objective to limit the number of asylum seekers arrivals, has been often criticized by 

human-rights advocates and humanitarian organizations. However, both sides have 

continued to show interest in maintaining at least some version of its central commitments. 

Migration is used by Turkey as a political tool in order to influence the EU. For instance, 

in the framework of renewed tensions in spring 2020, Ankara threatened to let hundreds 

of thousands of migrants into Greece before backing off. This diplomatic incident shows 

how much the EU has relied on its eastern neighbor as a bulwark.  

 

• Morocco 

 

Morocco as well is using migration policy as a political tool in order to influence European 

Countries. The last diplomatic incident between Spain and Morocco occurred on 19 May 

2021, when Moroccan authorities relaxed border controls in the enclave of Ceuta, resulting 

in the arrival of more than 8000 migrants in Spain, and thus in the EU. 

 

 

GUIDING QUESTIONS  

- How to solve the problems of overcrowding in arrival countries, hotspots and 

waiting areas? and waiting areas? 

- How can reception and care conditions be harmonized between countries? 

- What position should be taken in the context of the failure to implement the 

legislation on returns and the and the action plan developed in 2015? 

 

7 For more information, refer to the part « Treaties, conferences and concrete solutions” 
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- Should the EU-Third States agreements be questioned? 

- The number of irregular arrivals in EU countries has decreased by 90%. This 

figure hides an appalling reality: What has become of these thousands of 

undocumented migrants? 

- How to apply the systems of identification and registration of persons in a 

way that is respecting humanitarian principles?  

- Should there be an international agency to support asylum seekers? 

- What initiative can the General Assembly take at this time? 

 
 
LINKS AND USEFUL SOURCES 
 

• UN Fight Racism, vulnerable groups 
 https://www.un.org/en/fight-racism/vulnerable-groups/migrants  

• International Migrant Stock: 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/content/international-migrant-stock  

• IOM and Sustainable Hospitality Alliance Launch Multi-Year Partnership to 
Promote Ethical Recruitment, Protect Migrant Workers in Tourism 
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-and-sustainable-hospitality-alliance-launch-multi-
 year-partnership-promote-ethical-recruitment-protect-migrant-workers-
tourism  

• Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) 
https://ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/Pages/GlobalCompactforMigration.aspx  

• International migration flows to and from selected countries: The 2015 revision 
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/empirical2/
 migrationflows.asp  

• UN Summit for Refugees and Migrants 2016 
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/summit#:~:text=The%20UN%20General%20Asse
mbly%20hosted,more%20humane%20and%20coordinated%20approach.  

• Infographic – Migration flows : Eastern, Central and Western routes 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/migration-flows/  

• UNHCR, Routes Towards The Western and Central Mediterranean Sea, January 
2021 
https://www.unhcr.org/60f148924.pdf  

• Human Rights Watch, The Mediterranean Migration Crisis, 19 June 2015 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-
people-flee-what-eu-should-do  

• IEMed, Territorial Impact of Migration on Frontline Regions and Cities on the EU 
Shores of the Mediterranean, 21 September 2021 
https://www.iemed.org/publication/territorial-impact-of-migration-on-frontline-
regions-and-cities-on-the-eu-shores-of-the-mediterranean/  

• IOM, Flow Monitoring 
https://migration.iom.int/europe/arrivals  

• EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy, A “New” pact on Migration and 
Asylum ? The European migration policy path-dependency, September 2021 
https://www.europeum.org/data/articles/agathe-helluin-policy-brief.pdf  
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