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FOREWORDS

Distinguished delegates, 

On the behalf of the 2019 organising team, it is a pleasure to welcome you in Rennes for SPRIMUN. 
Along with the two chairs of this committee, Elif Umut and Katerina Ivanova, we hope that those three 
days of diplomacy will be full of success for you. 

The UN General Assembly responds in its Third Commitee to Social, Humanitarian and Cultural issues. 
As the biggest committee of SPRIMUN, it is a place where diversity meets. From beginners to experts, it 
offers you the opportunity to express your diplomatic skills, and to experience cooperative work. 

The two topics that will be discussed are wide, and full of various issues. The main work will probably be 
to agree on definitions of the topic’s terms and on a selection of the issues you will be working on for 
the three days of the conference. We are sure that the debates will be exciting and fascinating, given the 
variety of countries represented. You have one thing to keep in mind: a resolution must be found! 

Elif and Katerina have done an important work on this study guide, which gives you the opportunity to get 
perfectly ready for the conference. This guide is here to help you in your preparation for the conference. 
It gives you an overview of the main issues concerning the two topics and orients your researches in 
order to settle your country’s position. Your position paper, and later, your speeches will have to reflect 
the information that you have been provided here. To be successful in the committee and maybe even 
win awards, a careful preparation is needed, and includes a specific attention to this study guide. Two 
points are important in a MUN: your ability to represent the position of your designated country and, 
at the same time, your ability to work around this position in order to reach a fruitful compromise in the 
adopted resolution.  

Please keep in mind that it is strictly forbidden to bring already written draft resolutions to the Conference, 
as all the working papers and draft resolutions should be only developed during SPRIMUN, not before. 

Should you have any inquiry regarding the preparation of the Conference, do not hesitate to contact us. 
We will do our best to make sure you live a great experience! 

I wish you good luck in your preparation.

Best regards, 

Gaïd Carval 
SPRIMUN 2019 Delegate Manager
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Dear delegates,

Welcome to the 3rd Committee of the General Assembly Committee. I would willingly start 
by presenting my sincerely congratulations to every single one of you. I can surely say by 
my presence as a chair in this committee, I will try my best to help you to pass a productive 
and enjoyable conference. As a passioned MUN participant I’ve realized several different 
experiences since my middle school years as a delegate in a JMUN conference and continuing 
more curiously I’ve also participated to MUN conferences as a delegate. By the time I’ve also 
earned the chance to take part in a committee as a chair two times. I’m extremely excited for 
chairing The Third Committee of UN General Assembly.
I wish you a productive and enjoyable conference.

Elif Umut

Honourable Delegates,

I am Katerina Ivanova, the co-chair of the 3rd Committee of the General Assembly Committee. 
I would like to wish you a warm welcome, a lot of luck and most of all a wonderful time during 
this experience, as was mine during the SPRIMUN 2018 and a few other models that will always 
have a place in my heart and will help throughout my career path. I believe that we will have an 
outstanding cooperation and a fruitful debate regarding the issues presented before us. 

Katerina Ivanova
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How to use this study guide: 
This document in not an exhaustive guide on indigenous rights or world 
drug issues. The study guide provides guidelines and references to help 

the delegates in doing their own research on the issues.



UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY OVERVIEW

The General Assembly (GA) is the only body of the UN where every Member States has the 
same power, they are all represented according to the “one State, one voice” pattern. It is a 
unique place of discussion with 193 Member States, debating on peace, security, international 
law, and many other topics. 

The Assembly is empowered to make recommendations to States on international issues within 
its competence. The GA is divided in six committees that work on the agenda topics they are 
concerned with. The Third Committee is dedicated to Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Issues. 

Important issues related to social development, women empowerment, child protection, or 
indigenous rights are tackled in this Committee.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC

• Definition of indigenous identity

Indigenous personalities can be also named as first people or native people. The term is derived 
from the Latin word indigena, which is based on the root gen- ‘to be born’ with an archaic 
form of the prefix in ‘in’. They are the original settlers of a given region. Groups are usually 
described as indigenous when they maintain traditions or other aspects of an early culture 
that is associated with a given region. Not all indigenous peoples share this characteristic, as 
many have adopted substantial elements of a colonizing culture, such  as clothing, religion or 
language. The United Nations has issued a Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) “to guide national policies to the collective rights of indigenous peoples, such as 
culture, identity, language and access to employment, health, education and natural resources”. 
This declaration aims at :
 – Reaffirming that indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights, should be free from 

discrimination of any kind.
 – Recognizing the urgent need to respect and promote the inherent rights of indigenous 

peoples which derive from their political, economic and social structures and from their 
cultures, spiritual traditions, histories and philosophies, especially their rights to their lands, 
territories and resources.

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is celebrated on 9th of August each 
year. The number and the repartition of those populations are difficult to quantify. The United 
Nations estimates that there are over 370 million indigenous people living in more than 70 
countries worldwide which means approximately 6% of the world’s population. Indigenous 
groups can be counted from only a dozen to hundreds of thousands or more in a population. 
Many indigenous populations went through a certain decline and which, for some of them, led 
to extinction. Some have also been assimilated by other populations or have undergone many 
other changes. Today, some indigenous societies survive even though they may no longer 
inhabit their «traditional» lands because of those major changes. We can surely say that, the 
transformation of culture of indigenous groups is ongoing, and includes permanent loss of 
language, loss of lands, and most importantly loss of culture.

TOPIC A:
INDIGENOUS IDENTITIES AND 

REPRESENTATIONS
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THE CURRENT CONTEXT

In this wide topic we will be discussing indigenous identities and their representations. The 
term of “indigenous representation” is to be understood under two main meanings: 

• The place of indigenous people in a population: in public sphere, in political sphere, in 
medias, in art, in sport, etc. It can be defined as the integration of the indigenous in the 
society they live in. 

• The look of the rest of the population towards indigenous: a representation of a group for 
those who do not belong to this group. More precisely, the image of the indigenous for 
those who are not considered as ones. 

Representation must be tackled under the light of those two meanings. 

Indigenous identities gather a wide variety of groups, with completely different identities, history 
and revendications. That is why the main issues tackled will be explained through examples in 
this guide.

 
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

The Latin-American example

Latin America’s shift to democracy in the 1980s presented Indigenous groups with a dilemma: to 
participate in elections and submit themselves to the rules of a political system. The decision on 
the part of Indigenous movements to enter into electoral politics reflects a complex interaction 
between cultural, political, institutional, and historical factors. Indigenous peoples have turned 
their backs on electoral politics as a mean of advancing the Indigenous agenda most notably in 
Mexico and Guatemala. In Mexico, the Indigenous-based Zapatista Army of National Liberation 
(EZLN) distanced itself from the state and political parties when talks broke down between the 
two parties in the mid-1990s over issues of autonomy and self-government within Indigenous 
communities. 

Indigenous peoples have become important social and political actors in contemporary Latin 
America. The politicization of ethnic identities in the region has divided opinions into those 
who view it as a threat to democratic stability versus those who welcome it as an opportunity to 
improve the quality of democracy. 

The issue of political representation is huge, it is a step against discrimination of those groups. 
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SOCIAL REPRESENTATION 

The medias are generally recognized as an effective tool with the capacity to educate, entertain, 
and impact behaviour and convictions, to form social standards, and to spread information. 
Medias have the power to create an image of the indigenous groups, that sometimes can be 
far from the reality they live. Social discrimination has been demonstrated to be closely linked 
to medias’ representation of indigenous people. 

This unreliable description of those groups is linked to the phenomenon of “monopoly of 
silence”. Because of their limited access to medias, the indigenous people don’t have the 
occasion to respond to this image that is given to them. 

SELF-REPRESENTATION

Indigenous identities have often been marked by the colonial history. Repression of those 
identities took various forms, violent repression (that could extend until genocides), or the 
supplanting of indigenous language names and the colonial «re-naming» of landmarks, lakes, 
rivers, mountains, coastlines, seascapes, forests and other important sites.  All of this participated 
in the consideration of indigenous culture as an object of shame, and unlegitimacy.`

The example of the Ainu culture in Japan
Indigenous people around the world have begun to reclaim control of their culture from 
museums, universities and other collectors of indigenous artefacts. When Hokkaido museum 
was criticized for displaying what they considered to be an historic item of Ainu material culture, 
a chastity belt, the museum curators couldn’t manage to find opinions of Ainu women. Those 
members of the contemporary group of Ainu wouldn’t express themselves on the topic, as they 
have never been asked to explain their habits, rather to repress them. Contemporary markers 
also exist to remind the affected groups of historic privilege. 

Lands and ressources 
Around the world, indigenous peoples are fighting for recognition of their right to own, manage 
and develop their traditional lands, territories and resources. At the international level, their 
representatives are advocating for the adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples by the UN General Assembly.
The Declaration – the result of more than two decades of negotiation - emphasizes that 
indigenous peoples’ control over their lands, territories and resources will enable them to 
“maintain and strengthen their institutions, cultures and traditions” and to “promote their 
development in accordance with their aspirations and needs”.
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The issue of finding a definition
All societies, or countries, or even ethnic groups don’t have the same definition of 
“indigenousness”, the main issue is to reach a consensus on the extent on which a group can 
be identified as “indigenous” and the criteria that must be used to do so. 

INDIGENOUS ISSUES BY REGION

AFRICA

In the post-colonial period, the concept of indigenous peoples in the African continent has 
increased its acceptance. In the term of the history of human migration in Africa, being the 
«first people in a land» is not a necessary precondition for acceptance as an indigenous people. 
Rather, indigenous identity relates more to a set of characteristics and practices than priority of 
arrival. For example, several populations of nomadic peoples such as the Tuareg of the Sahara 
and Sahel regions now inhabit areas where they arrived comparatively recently; their claim 
to indigenous status (endorsed by the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights) 
is based on their marginalization as nomadic peoples in states and territories dominated by 
sedentary agricultural peoples.

AMERICA

Indigenous peoples of the American continent are recognized as being those who inhabited 
the region before the arrival of European colonizers and settlers. Geographically all nations in 
North and South America have populations of indigenous peoples within their borders. In some 
countries the population of indigenous peoples is estimated 56–70% of the total nation, which 
means at least half of the population in Guatemala and the Andean and Amazonian nations of 
Peru. 

Aka mother with her children in DR Congo Starting fire by hand, San people in Botswana
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In English, indigenous peoples are collectively referred to by different names that vary by region 
as Native Americans, Amerindians, and American Indians. In Spanish or Portuguese speaking 
countries one finds the use of terms such as pueblos indígenas. In Chile there are indigenous 
tribes like the Mapuches in the Center-South and the Aymaras in the North, also the Rapa Nui 
indigenous to Easter Island are a Polynesian tribe. Indigenous peoples in Canada comprise the 
First Nations, and Métis. There are currently over 600 recognized indigenous groups spread 
across Canada with distinctive Aboriginal cultures, languages, art, and music.

Shaman from the Shuarpeople 
in the EcuadorAmazonian forest

Maya family, Guatemala

EUROPE

In Europe, present-day indigenous populations as 
recognized by the UN are relatively few, mainly confined 
to its north and far east. Notable minority indigenous 
populations in Europe include the Basque people of 
northern Spain and southern France, the Sami people of 
northern Scandinavia, the Nenets, Samoyedic and Komi 
peoples of northern Russia, and the Circassians of southern 
Russia and the North Caucasus.

Sami family
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MAIN COUNTRIES ACTIONS
 

In the process of expanding metropolitan territories, a number of colonizing States as well as 
their colonial territories and subsequent successor States frequently entered into treaties with 
indigenous peoples. The practice is perhaps most widely known in what the United States of 
America, Canada, and New Zealand are now. Today, the expression ‘treaties with indigenous 
peoples’ thus refers to situations where the concerned indigenous people live within the home 
or metropolitan territory of a State.

Canada: Since the 1970s the Canadian federal and provincial governments have been making 
comprehensive land agreements with First Nations.

United States of America: The US federal government continues to make ‘nation-to- nation’ 
agreements with recognised Indian tribes.

New Zealand: In New Zealand the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi apply to most aspects of 
the relationship between the government and the Maori. Treaty principles must be considered 
in the development of policy and legislation, and the principles also guide the interpretation 
of statutes. 

In Australia, in addition to the many agreements made under the Commonwealth’s Native Title 
Act 1993, several states have made agreements with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. In 
South Australia, the Kungun Ngarrindjeri Yunnan Agreement 2009 between the South Australian 
government and the Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority to establish a relationship of recognition 
and consultation. In Victoria the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 provides a framework 
for resolution of native title and compensation claims.

Report on Asian Indigenous situation here.
Report on the Indigenous situation in Africa here.
Report on the Indigenous situation in Latin America here. 
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UN WORK ON INDIGENOUS IDENTITIES

• A background settled by the Indigenous rights

The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous allows an official recognition of those groups. 
Recognizing rights to indigenous people contributes to the recognition of their identity. This 
includes the most basic human rights of physical survival and integrity, but also the preservation 
of their land, language, religion, and other elements of cultural heritage that are a part of their 
existence as a people. 

• Rights of indigenous people

• Indigenous issues

• United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

• Action plan for ensuring a coherent approach to achieving the end of the UN declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous People

• The UN State of the World’s Indigenous People report 

QUESTIONS THAT MUST BE ANSWERED

1. How to define an indigenous identity?

2. Which representation should be attributed to indigenous groups? 

3. What should be done to give them a voice? 

4. What could be done on indigenous representation to fight discrimination of those groups?  

5. What should be done to ensure the respect of their rights to every indigenous? 

6. To which extent should indigenous identities must be represented?

7. How can UN encourage states to work on indigenous representation in their own country? 

8. Could UN find ways to rise indigenous representation on the international stage? 
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TOPIC B:
THE WORLD DRUG ISSUE

INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC
EVOLUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON DRUGS

THE ROOTS OF TODAY’S GLOBAL DRUG ISSUE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

The use of psychoactive substances extends back many centuries. Drugs (notably opium) were 
used for medicinal purposes as well as religious rites (cannabis, coca, and several hallucinogenic 
plants). In general, their use was limited to very specific sectors of society. Today’s international 
drug control system is rooted in efforts made a century ago to address the largest substance 
abuse problem the world has ever faced: the Chinese opium epidemic. At the turn of the 
century, tens of millions of Chinese were addicted to opium, which was freely traded across 
borders at the time. China’s attempts to unilaterally address the problem failed, and it was 
not until the first international agreements were reached that a solution became possible. The 
emergent and increasingly codified multilateral system provided a vehicle for this and, in this 
respect, the history of the development of international drug control traces and reflects the 
history of modern multilateralism. 

Yet the consequences of illicit drug use and trade are deminishing. Drugs affect young people 
in every part of the world. Young people may use drugs, be involved in the cultivation or 
production of drugs, or be used as couriers. Many young people use drugs to cope with the 
social and psychological challenges that they may experience during different phases of their 
development from adolescence to young adulthood. Women and children provide unpaid 
labour in the cultivation of opium poppy, as cultivating and harvesting opium poppy is a very 
labour-intensive operation. Rapidly, the drug trafficking market is expanding into a market for 
human trafficking with children being the most vulnerable group targeted. The effects of the 
global drug trade are infiltrating in almost every sphere of everyday life.

SHANGHAI CONFERENCE OF THE OPIUM COMMISSION (1909)

The Shanghai Conference of the Opium Commission was the first international conference to 
discuss the world’s narcotics problems. This forum laid the groundwork for the first international 
drug control treaty, the International Opium Convention of The Hague, 1912. Although the
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original idea was to limit the conference to the situation in Asia, it was argued that the issue 
could only be addressed if all the major producing, manufacturing and consuming nations 
attended. A compromise that ensured that delegates only acted in an advisory capacity to their 
governments allowed most of the colonial powers of the time to attend. The Commission had 
an effect even before the conference, as countries made reforms in order to show progress at 
the meeting. As a result of these reforms, a number of countries reported significant declines 
in their opium imports and sales prior to 1909. The most important of the changes made 
before the Commission was the bilateral agreement which bound Britain to gradually eliminate 
its opium sales to China, and bound China to eliminate its own poppy cultivation between 
the years 1908-1917. The conference made the identification of the main opium trade flows 
possible, which greatest exporters were India, Hong Kong and Singapoure. Largest importers 
were also pointed at: China and UK among all the European countries. 

Aside from exchanging data and information, the International Opium Commission also made 
a number of non-binding recommendations. It was agreed that it was not desirable to import 
narcotics into a country where their use was not legal. While the Commission was not mandated 
to provide binding agreements, it still was a great success because it did set the stage for the 
signing of The Hague Opium Convention just three years later, which then formally established 
narcotics control as a part of international law.

INTERNATIONAL OPIUM CONVENTION OF THE HAGUE, 1912

On 23 January 1912, the International Opium Convention was signed in The Hague by 
representatives from China, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Persia (Iran), 
Portugal, Russia, Siam (Thailand), the UK and the British Overseas Territories (including British 
India). By 1949, 67 countries had signed and ratified the declaration. In addition to opium 
and morphine, which were already under international discussion, The Hague Convention also 
included two new substances that had become problematic: cocaine and heroin. Furthermore, 
as an official declaration on the dangerous practices of opium smoking and the non-medical 
trade in opium and other drugs, it had value as an advocacy tool. It also inspired national drug 
control legislation, such as the 1913 Harrison Act in the United States, the foundation of U.S. 
drug law in the 20th century.

THE 1936 CONVENTION AND INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL IN 
THE FINAL YEARS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Following the end of the prohibition era in the USA, criminal organisations needed a new 
business opportunity and found the heroin and prostitution market to be quite profitable.  
Concerned over the expansion of drug markets, the League of Nations convened a conference 
in 1936. The main outcome of this conference was the 1936 Convention for the Suppression 
of the Illicit Traffic in Dangerous Drugs. This was the first treaty to explicitly focus on drug 
trafficking and the first to make certain drug offenses international crimes.
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INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UN

From 1946 on, the United Nations assumed the drug control functions and responsibilities 
formerly carried out by the League of Nations. In the years surrounding World War II a number 
of new synthetic narcotics were developed. The most important of these substances were 
methadone, developed by German scientists in 1937, and pethidine (Demerol). Both substances, 
produced and marketed by German companies, were in great demand by those affected by 
the war. Following the war, companies from many nations applied for manufacturing licences, 
and the newly formed Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) soon concluded that there was a 
real danger that a large trade in these new dependence producing substances could develop if 
manufacture and trade remained unchecked. The first idea was to add these substances to the 
existing Conventions. However, the CND secretariat felt that the 1925 and 1931 Conventions 
could not be amended without complications. The application of the 1948 Protocol meant 14 
new substances were placed under international control by 1951 and 6 more by 1954.

THE 1981 INTERNATIONAL DRUG ABUSE CONTROL STRATEGY

Despite all previous efforts, drug use sharply increased by the end of the 1970s. Initial progress 
made in curbing the global heroin problem stalled as the supply void created by Turkey in 
the early 1970s was filled by rising opium production in Mexico and in the Golden Triangle. 
There was also an increase in opium production and diversion from Iran. This ceased after the 
Islamic Revolution declared opium production illegal in 1979 and resulted, inadvertently, in 
a shift in opium production to neighboring Pakistan and eventually to Afghanistan. Cannabis 
production and consumption increased worldwide, with production increasing in Latin 
America and consumption increasing in North America and Europe. Experiments with de-
facto decriminalization of cannabis use in many states across the USA in the 1970s, further 
contributed to a general climate of tolerance towards drug consumption and rapidly rising drug 
use prevalence rates in the United States, in the second half of the 1970s. In parallel, illegal 
cocaine production from the Andean region had increased since the early 1970s. Cocaine 
started to emerge as a serious problem in North America beginning in the 1980s. Taking this 
into consideration, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs studied the possibilities of launching 
a comprehensive strategy to reduce international drug abuse. This resulted, in 1981, in the 
formulation of an International Drug Abuse Control Strategy.

The Strategy called for international co-operation to combat drug abuse and trafficking with : 
 – improvements to the drug control system, 
 – maintenance of a balance between legitimate drug supply and demand, 
 – eradication of illicit drug supply, reduction of illicit traffic and demand and prevention of 

drug abuse, 
 – commitment to the treatment, 
 – rehabilitation and social reintegration of drug abusers. 
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The Strategy also called for various organizations and agencies operating within the United 
Nations system to provide increased support to assist Governments in activities such as crop-

substitution, drug law enforcement and preventive drug education.

THE UN CONVENTION AGAINST ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN NARCOTIC DRUGS 
AND PSYCHOTOPIC SUBSTANCES, 1988

By the late 1980’s, the controls on licit drugs were working well. On the other hand, illicit 
production, trafficking and abuse of heroin and of cocaine rose throughout the 1980s. In 
addition, the clandestine manufacture of psychotropic substances, notably the amphetamine-
type stimulants, was increasing in North America, Europe and South-East Asia. The global 
influence of organized crime groups increased throughout the 1980s such as the Medellin 
and Cali cartels, controlled the majority of the trade in Colombian cocaine. The cartels were 
not only trafficking ever larger amounts of cocaine to North America and Europe, they were 
also becoming a serious threat to local and national governance. They made use of the huge 
criminal proceeds derived from the cocaine business to corrupt local and national authorities. 
Against such a background, the United Nations Conference for the Adoption of a Convention 
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances subsequently met in Vienna 
in 1988. Delegations from 106 States participated and eventually adopted a new Convention 
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. The convention entered 
into force just two years later, in 1990 and has proven to be a powerful instrument in the 
international fight against drug trafficking. As of 2008, parties to this Convention were 95% of 
all United Nations Member States, having more than 99% of the world’s total population. Non-
parties to the Convention are just three countries in Africa (Equatorial Guinea, Namibia and 
Somalia), one country in Asia (Timor Este), one country in Europe (Holy See), and seven island 
countries in the Oceania region (Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, Tuvalu).

SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO 
COUNTERING THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM TOGETHER, JUNE 1998

The measures taken in compliance with the 1988 Convention were successful in dismantling 
some of the world’s largest criminal networks in the first half of the 1990s. Extraditions for drug 
related offences became more common. Progress was made in drug related money laundering, 
notably after the Financial Action Task Force developed an initiative, based on the 1988 
Convention, to combat the misuse of financial systems by persons laundering drug money. In 
1990, the FATF drew up the 40 Recommendations which now form the basis of all standards for 
anti-money laundering policy.

At the same time, by the late 1990s the prospects for a drug free world appeared to be more 
distant than ever before. Although some of the large drug networks had been neutralized, drug 
trafficking was continuing at a high level, facilitated by a myriad of smaller, seemingly dispersed 
groups.
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The downward trend in drug abuse, seen in the second half of the 1980s, did not continue in 
the USA after 1991/92. Europe also experienced major increases in drug abuse. The changes 
following the end of communism in Central and Eastern Europe, like the opening of trade, 
media and travel, also included increased drug consumption, notably among youth. 

Drug abuse also emerged as a serious social problem in many developing countries, notably 
in countries along the main transit routes. Abuse of amphetamine-type stimulants, notably 
methamphetamine, was a serious problem in many countries of East and South-East Asia. 
Countries in Latin America started to become increasingly affected by cocaine abuse. Countries 
in Africa suffered from ever larger cannabis production and consumption, and from continuous 
diversions of licit psychotropics into parallel markets. By the mid-1990s, the international 
community felt that the levels of illicit drug production and consumption required an immediate 
and significant response. This response came in the form of the declarations and action plans 
which States Members of the UN agreed to at a Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly in June 1998. In his opening statement the UN Secretary-General made reference to 
the drastic proliferation of drugs over the previous 30 years and expressed his hope that “when 
historians study the work of humankind in the field of drug control, they will write about the 
next few days as the point where this trend was reversed.” The UNGASS adopted, unanimously, 
a ‘Political Declaration’ and linked to it the ‘Guiding Principles on Demand Reduction,’ as well 
as a number of measures to enhance international cooperation to counter the world drug 
problem. 

• Political Declaration of the UNGASS 

• Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction

The ‘Call for Action’ highlights six areas that are of particular importance:

1. A need for ‘assessing the problem’
2. The need for a comprehensive drug demand reduction programme
3. The need for forging partnerships
4. Focuses on ‘special needs’, the need for personalized programmes suiting each drug abuser
5. Calls on Government to send out “clear, scientifically accurate and reliable” information.
6. ‘Building on experience’ asks for demand reduction strategies to be thoroughly evaluated 

to improve their effectiveness.

• Action Plan on International Cooperation on the Eradication of Illicit Drug Crops and on 
Alternative Development and Action Plan against Illicit Manufacture, Trafficking and Abuse 
of Amphetaminetype Stimulants and their Precursors.

https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/Political_Declaration/Political_Declaration_1998/1998-Political-Declaration_A-RES-S-20-2.pdf 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CND/session/Other_Documents/1998_2nd-Special-Session-CND-UNGASS.html
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CURRENT CONTEXT

2018’s World Drug Report makes clear that the international community needs to step up its 
responses to cope with the expansion of both drug diversity and drug market. We are facing a 
potential supply-driven expansion of drug markets, with production of opium and manufacture 
of cocaine at the highest levels ever recorded. Markets for cocaine and methamphetamine 
are extending beyond their usual regions and, while drug trafficking online using the darknet 
continues to represent only a fraction of drug trafficking as a whole, it continues to grow rapidly, 
despite successes in shutting down popular trading platforms. 

Non-medical use of prescription drugs has reached epidemic proportions in parts of the world. 
The opioid crisis in North America is rightly getting attention, and the international community 
has taken action. In March 2018, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs scheduled six analogues 
of fentanyl, including carfentanil, which are contributing to the deadly toll. This builds on the 
decision by the Commission at its sixtieth session, in 2017, to place two precursor chemicals 
used in the manufacture of fentanyl and an analogue under international control. 

DARKNET: A SOURCE THAT MUST BE REGULATED 

In July 2017, police forces from several countries worked together to take down the largest 
drug-trading platform on the darknet, the part of the “deep web” containing information that 
is only accessible using special web browsers. Before it was closed, AlphaBay had featured 
more than 250,000 listings for illegal drugs and chemicals. It had had over 200,000 users and 
40,000 vendors during its existence. The authorities also succeeded in taking down the trading 
platform Hansa, described as the third largest criminal marketplace on the dark web. It is not 
yet clear what effect the closures will have. According to an online survey in January 2018, 15 
percent of those who had used darknet sites for purchasing drugs said that they had used such 
markets less frequently since the closures, and 9 per cent said they had completely stopped. 
However, more than half did not consider themselves to have been affected by the closures. 
Although the scale of drug trafficking on the darknet remains limited, it has shown signs of rapid 
growth. Authorities in Europe estimated that drug sales on the darknet from 22 November 
2011 to 16 February 2015 amounted to roughly $44 million per year. However, a later study 
estimated that, in early 2016, drug sales on the darknet were between $14 million and $25 
million per month, equivalent to between $170 million and $300 million per year. Meanwhile, 
Africa and Asia have emerged as cocaine trafficking and consumption hubs. Most indicators 
from North America suggest that cocaine use rose between 2013 and 2016. In 2013, there 
were fewer than 5,000 cocaine-related deaths in the United States, but by 2016 the figure was 
more than 10,000. Although many of those deaths also involved synthetic opioids and cannot 
be attributed exclusively to higher levels of cocaine consumption, the increase is nonetheless 
a strong indicator of increasing levels of harmful cocaine use. Although starting from a much



lower level than North America, the quantity of cocaine seized in Asia tripled from 2015 to 2016; 
in South Asia, it increased tenfold. The quantity of cocaine seized in Africa doubled in 2016, 
with countries in North Africa seeing a sixfold increase and accounting for 69 per cent of all the 
cocaine seized in the region in 2016. East and South-East Asia and North America remain the two 
main subregions for methamphetamine trafficking worldwide. In North America, the availability 
of methamphetamine was reported to have increased between 2013 and 2016, and, in 2016, 
the drug was reported to be the second greatest drug threat in the United States, after heroin.

BLOC POSITIONS

Asia: Aside from tremendous efforts against illcit drug trafficking and abuse and thevery strict 
drug policies, Asia’s problem remains. Shifting from traditional opium abuse, a rising ATS 
problem is approaching, notably methamphetamine. Many argue that this displays the lack 
of effectiveness in these strict policies and recommend an honest assesment of asian drug 
policies.

Africa: Most recent analisys reports alarming rise in both drug trafficking and abuse on the 
african continent. 87% of pharmaceutical opioids seized globally came from western and 
central Africa. The choice of West Africa by traffickers has been attributed to a number of 
factors such as its geographic vulnerability in terms of easy access and weak intra and inter-
state surveillance systems. African drug policies have been quite strict throughout history, yet 
not very efficient. This resulted in a new approach to the problem on this continent, namely by 
adressing the problem through education and relevant information.

Europe: The european continent shows stability or mild increase in drug abuse among its 
population, while on the other hand, presents us with a rise in production. In the global context, 
Europe is an important market for drugs, supplied both from domestic production and trafficking 
from other world regions. The european policies include detailed strategies on matters such as 
evidence-based prevention, extending access to interventions and environmental prevention 
through multicomponent nightlife programmes.

North America: North America is the world’s largest illicit consumer of drugs and, as such, is 
both a producer and a recipient for drugs trafficked into the region. Over the past 25 years, 
governments in the region have pursued a law enforcement-based approach to drug use which 
included mandatory minimum sentencing laws for drug offences at the state and federal levels. 
On the other hand, there has been a growth in the use of drug courts in the USA and Canada, 
which aim to divert those arrested for low level drug offences out of the prison system and into 
treatment.
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South America: Transnational crime remains a particularly serious problem in Latin America, 
affecting numerous states both in and beyond the region and having severe repercussions 
for political, economic, and human security. Colombia currently accounts for the vast bulk 
of cocaine produced in Latin America and remains the principal supplier for both the United 
States (accounting for 90 percent of consumption) and the worldwide market (accounting for 
80 percent of consumption). In recent years Latin American countries have increasingly rejected 
the traditional prohibitionist paradigm of drug policy, reflecting its failure to reduce either 
consumption or trafficking, which is mostly due to mass corruption of policy makers by drug 
cartels. 

Australia: In 2012 Australia was listed as the biggest recreational consumer of drugs. As 
a response to this, stake holders argued that this was due to the accuracy and actuallity of 
research conducted on the continent in opposition to the low-accuracy statistics on drug abuse 
conducted in many other members of the global community. Australian drug policies include 
decriminalization to some extent, approach to early intervention and prevention of illicit drug 
use and drug courts.

QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION MUST ANSWER

1. Which measures can be taken in order to control grey economy?
2. Which measures can be taken for bringing the quality of life of those affected by narcotics 

to a higher level?
3. What approach should be used for prevention of drug abuse?
4. Which measures can be taken against the alternative black markets such as the Darknet?
5. How can the damage to youth and other vulnerable groups be minimised?
6. What kind of measures can be taken to strengthen the international cooperation on fight 

against worldwide drug traffic? 

USEFUL LINKS AND RESOURCES

UNODC statistics

UNODC, «A century of drug control», 2008

UNODC, «World drug report», 2018

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/statistics.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/Studies/100_Years_of_Drug_Control.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/wdr2018/

