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I. Introduction and 

submission guidelines 

A position paper is a diplomatic statement of 
your country’s position on the issues under 
consideration by a committee. For example, if 
you are the delegate representing China in the 
Security Council, you will write a paper 
detailing China’s position on the topics before 
the UNSC. 
 
Position papers help delegates and chairs to 
prepare for the conference. Position papers 
clarify a country’s position, provide ideas for 
negotiation, and practice written diplomacy. 
Writing a position paper involves researching 
your country, UN resources, and the topics. 
You will need to articulate this knowledge to 
explain your country’s position on the topics. 
 
Position papers also assist conference 
organizers in evaluating delegates’ 
understanding of their countries and the topics. 
The Chairs of each committee will grant a 
“Best position paper Award” at the end of the 
conference. 
 
1. Format 
 
A position paper must meet the following 
format requirements: 
 

- No more than two pages in length 
- 12-point font 
- Single spaced within paragraphs and 

double spaced between paragraphs 
- Heading with the official country name, 

and the name of the individual serving as a 
delegate for that committee 

- Short introductory paragraph, followed by 
three paragraphs on each topic 

- Topic sections divided by topic headings 
- Text justification on both sides of the page. 

Topics should appear in the order they appear 
on the topic list and in the committee 
background guides on the SPRIMUN website. 
Each topic heading should be bold and 
centred. 

 
2. How to Write a Position Paper 
 
A position paper should be written in 
diplomatic language. That is, it should 
express your country’s position on the issues 
in the most favourable and respectful light 
possible. 
 
A position paper consists of a short 
introductory paragraph, followed by three 
paragraphs on each topic. 
 
The introductory paragraph lists the topics 
before the committee and summarizes the 
country’s basic approach to the topics by 
referring to the relevant international 
organizations to which the country belongs 
and the relevant treaties it has signed. 
 
Each of the two topic sections should consist 
of three paragraphs. These paragraphs should 
be organized as follows: 
 
History	

a) This paragraph should provide a short 
introduction to the topic, the previous 
work of the UN on the topic, and current 
issues that need to be addressed, from your 
country’s point of view. 
b) It should refer to important treaties or 
former resolutions that your country has 
supported. 
c) At the conference, you can refer to 
these documents in your speeches and in 
perambulatory clauses of resolutions to 
provide other delegates with insight into 
your country’s position. 

 
Position	

a) This paragraph should state your 
country’s position in diplomatic terms. 
b) It should refer to your country’s work 
on the issue within its borders, with allies, 
with regional partners, and/or within the 
world community. 
c) It should explain why your country is a 
shining example, or needs assistance, or 
has made progress, or can help other 
countries on this topic.  
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Proposal 

a) This paragraph should summarize your 
country’s proposal for addressing the 
issues related to this topic. 

b) It should assess the progress that has been 
made on this issue, describe areas for 
improvement, and suggest specific 
measures.

 
 

c) Conclude with a strong, forward-thinking 
sentence. 

 
Delegates shall never express themselves in a 
personal way. “I” and “we” shall never be 
used in the position papers. 
 

 
 
II. Introduction and submission guidelines 

 
Below is a position paper sample to help guide you in formatting a position paper with appropriate 
content and format to fit SPRIMUN specifications. 
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Delegation From Name SURNAME 
Brunei Darussalam  
 

Position	Paper	on	the	issues	of	sovereignty	in	the	China	Sea	and	
on	the	Reform	of	the	Security	Council	

 
Over the last few years, we have seen dramatic evidence that the UN may not continue to ignore its 
historic questions they have to deal with. The recent attempts to reform the Security Council, as well 
as the failures of different Intergovernmental Organizations, such as the ASEAN, to solve the issues of 
sovereignty in the China Sea, have rekindled discussions about two touchstone issues: the 
establishment of definitive borders in the China Sea, and the Reform of the Security Council so that it 
becomes an inescapable and legitimate tool on the world stage. Thus, it coerces the UN General 
Assembly into remaining to these two essential points during this conference. Brunei joins forces to 
all the other member States in order to go further in the diplomatic settlement of disputes. 

1) The	issues	of	sovereignty	in	the	China	Sea:	The	need	to	respect	the	law	
 

Brunei Darussalam dwells upon the issues regarding the South China Sea. Indeed, the South China 
Sea is the site of one of the globe’s most contentious, and probably its most complicated, sovereignty 
disputes. Six countries – China, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam – maintain 
overlapping claims to the waters and tiny land features of the sea. They involve also a body of 
international law that is both contested and complicated to interpret. The disputes have flared hot and 
cold of decades, most often between China and one or more of the other claimants. This is because 
China’s claims are by far the most extensive. The current round of tensions in the South China Sea can 
be traced to the 2009 joint submission to the United Nations by Vietnam and Malaysia of a section of 
their extended continental shelves in the area. China responded by submitting an objection to the UN 
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) decrying Vietnamese and Malaysian 
infringement of its claims, which it defined via an ambiguous map that encompassed nearly the entire 
sea. 
 
Brunei’s claim is the only one with a claim to legality. It claims two features in the Spratly 
Archipelago, namely Louisa Reef and Riflemen Bank. Nevertheless, Brunei’s claim prior to 2009 is 
not entirely clear, between sovereignty over the two features or simply portions of the nearby sea as its 
exclusive economic zone or continental shelf. Unlike the other claimants, it does not occupy any 
feature. In any event, Brunei objected to Malaysia’s claim to Louisa Reef on the basis that Louisa Reef 
would fall within the 1958 delimitation of Brunei’s continental shelf done by the United Kingdom. In 
1980, after Malaysia issued its 1979 Map claiming Louisa Reef as part of its continental shelf, the UK, 
on behalf of Brunei protested against this 1979 Map’s depiction of Louisa Reef as part of the 
continental shelf of Malaysia. After Brunei gained independence from the UK in 1984, it issued three 
maps which showed that Brunei’s continental shelf claim enclosed both Louisa Reef and Riflemen 
Bank. Brunei has not presented evidence for its claim to an extended continental shelf, but it did 
declare its intention to do so in 2009. 
 
As a consequence, Brunei’s claim will be a claim to legality. Brunei Darussalam will remain inflexible 
on three points already implemented: Firstly, its maritime boundaries with Malaysia as defined in two 
British Orders in council in 1958; Then, the extension of that boundary as an Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) out to 200 nautical miles, as declared in 1982 and accepted by Malaysia in 2009; and 
finally the extension of those boundaries for an extended continental shelf, approximately 60 nautical 
miles farther according to an official 1988 map. 
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Brunei Darussalam reiterates the need to continue in the way of the Declaration on the conduct of 
parties in the South China Sea in order to exercise self-restraint in conducting activities that would 
complicate or escalate disputes. Brunei Darussalam emphasizes the necessity to maintain momentum 
on dialogue and consultations following the positive outcome of the 19th ASEAN-China Senior 
Officials Consultations. 
 
In this regard, Brunei will appeal for the organization of a Crisis Council within the ASEAN to solve 
these disputes and to sanction ever present violation, either by economic (embargo for instance) or 
diplomatic punishments, in accordance with the universally recognized principles of international law, 
including the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
 
Regarding China, the two sides reiterated their commitment to the full and effective implementation of 
the Declaration on the Conduct of the Parties in the South China Sea in maintaining stability and 
security, and promoting mutual trust, confidence and cooperation in the region. Brunei calls all its 
partnerships to work actively with China on the way forward for early conclusion of the Code of 
Conduct and claim that consultations on the COC should be pushed forward in a gradual and step-by-
step   manner, always on the basis of consensus. 

2) The	Reform	of	the	Security	Council:	Which	balance	of	power?	
 

Over the last few years, a Reform of the Security Council has become a necessity within the reform of 
international institutions. It requires a political commitment from member states at the highest level. 
The Security Council was only reformed once in 1963 when four new non-permanent seats were 
created. Reforming the Security Council requires the consent of at least two-thirds of the members of 
the United Nations and of all the permanent members of the Security Council. This procedure is very 
constraining and it is therefore important to plan out a reform that can garner support from a vast 
majority of Member States. Nonetheless, there have been several attempts at reform in the past few 
years. After a first proposal in 1997 by the President of the General Assembly, the “Panyarachun 
report” in 2004, requested by Kofi Annan, suggested expanding the Council to 24 members. In 2005, 
the G4 (India, Brazil, Japan and Germany) suggested creating six new permanent seats (the four 
members of the G4 plus two African countries) without veto power and four new non-permanent 
seats. Yet, this option remained blocked, mainly due to the opposition of two sizeable groups: On the 
one hand, by the “United for Consensus” group led by Italy, Argentina, Pakistan and Mexico, wants 
the Council to be expanded only to non-permanent members. On the other hand, all the African 
countries have gathered around the “Ezulwini consensus”, advocating the creation of two permanent 
seats with veto power and two additional non- permanent seats for Africa. 

 
As regard Brunei Darussalam, it welcomed the improvements made in the Council’s working methods 
and the increased interaction between members of the Council and other Member States, made 
possible through informal consultations of the Council. Brunei Darussalam supports the reform of 
Security Council to make it better able to address twenty-first century challenges and is keen to ensure 
that reforms reflect the priorities and interests of the developing world. According to Brunei, reform of 
Security Council is required for two principal reasons. First of all, the Security Council should be 
reformed to make it better able to deliver on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Then, the 
Security Council should be reformed in order to give a stronger voice to the organisation’s small and 
developing Member States. 

 
Brunei Darussalam expansion of both the permanent and non-permanent membership of the Security 
Council, based on equitable geographical representation. However, Brunei Darussalam supported the 
Non- Aligned Movement view that there should be no quick fix solution to the expansion question. 
He said the issue of the veto was intrinsically linked to the issue of expansion. Use of the veto should 
be curtailed, with a view to its eventual elimination. 
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The rapidly changing world environment had posed new threats and challenges to international peace 
and security. That, together with the increase in United Nations membership, made reform a 
compelling necessity. Notwithstanding, other issues needed attention, such as strengthening the 
cooperation and coordination between the Security Council and other bodies of the United Nations on 
international peace and security. 
 

 


